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Introduction

Services:

climate planning

sustainability + resilience 
consulting

renewable energy + net 
zero planning

Our mission:
To hasten the transition to an 
authentically sustainable, no 

carbon economy and to 
elevate the public discourse.
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Sustainability, Climate and Energy Planning 
experience in last 3 years (partial):

70+ Projects in 22 states
Midwest: 55 Communities

Introduction



Why Are We Here:

The Project
Develop a Sustainability Action Plan (SAP) for the City of Fitchburg.  The 
plan is intended to guide action community-wide as well as municipal 
operations.

The planning process will review and establish overall goals as well as 
establish strategies and actions to achieve the goals.

The Project



What Is a Sustainability Action Plan:

Sustainability plans are comprehensive roadmaps that outline the specific 
Strategies and Actions that a community will implement to increase overall 
community sustainability and resilience.  Sustainability plans typically also 
include climate mitigation and adaptation as a consideration of resilience.

The Fitchburg plan is anticipated to address mitigation and adaptation:

Mitigation – reducing climate change – involves reducing the flow of heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere (supporting goals of joint declaration).

Adaptation – developing ways to protect people and places by reducing their 
vulnerability to climate impacts (supporting guiding principals).

The Project



What Is a Sustainability Action Plan:

They address broad sustainability action sectors:

Mitigation 
(and some adaptation)

Adaptation 
(and some mitigation)

The Project

Water, Wastewater 
and Flooding

Health and Safety Local Food and 
Agriculture

Greenspace, Trees, 
and Ecosystems

Sustainable 
Economy

Buildings and 
Energy

Transportation 
and Land Use

Solid Waste 
and Recycling



Planning Process
Where We are Today



Vulnerability Assessment GHG Inventory and 
Forecast

Ground Cover Survey Renewable Energy 
Potential

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Planning Process

View these process https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability

https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability


Vulnerability Assessment GHG Inventory and 
Forecast

Ground Cover Survey Renewable Energy 
Potential

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Planning Process

These are process documents.

Intention: These documents seek to just 
give a place to start the conversation!

View these process https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability

https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability


Vulnerability Assessment

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Foundational Document Review

    





If we do not succeed in reducing our GHG 
emissions globally, most of these numbers will 
double (or more) by the end of the century.
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GHG Inventory and 
Forecast

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Foundational Document Review

    





Per Capita GHG Comparison



GHG Emissions Forecast



Ground Cover & Heat 
Island Study

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Foundational Document Review

    





Ground Cover  Breakdown by Type



Preliminary Tree Canopy Increase Recommendation (2040)
Based on tree stock potential (available land not used as buildings, roads, etc) and 
benefit potential for vulnerable populations, equity, and micro heat island





Renewable Energy 
Potential

Sustainability Baseline Documents

Foundational Document Review

    





Intent of recommendations:
Just a place to start!  The Planning team will 
be discussing, changing, and finalizing these 
goals through their collaborative process.



Preliminary Goal / Strategy Overview



What Are Your Thoughts

To take the survey, please go here:
https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability

TAKE THE CITY’S SURVEY
Available through Wednesday February 14th

GIVE INPUT ON DRAFT PLAN GOALS
Available today – please walk around and add your 
thoughts!
If you are online you can find them here:
https://1drv.ms/f/s!AjXEmMthmWPLjP0ttunlQdD6LTiy3w?e=vmmqcx

https://palebluedot.llc/fitchburg-sustainability
https://1drv.ms/f/s!AjXEmMthmWPLjP0ttunlQdD6LTiy3w?e=vmmqcx
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